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2006-2007   
president’s message 

 
 

At this the close of the 2006-2007 year, I am pleased 
to bring the following updates on behalf of Luther 
College for the period July 2006 to June 2007. 
 
Both the high school and university campuses of 
Luther College experienced operating surpluses in 
2006-2007, before expenditures for capital 
improvements. This achievement was not without 
some significant belt-tightening, in particular at our 
university campus.   
 
Donors have historically formed an important part of 
the viability of Luther College, and over the past year 
they once again made significant contributions to 
scholarships and bursaries at both our university and 
high school campuses, as well providing additional 
funds for building renewal and new capital projects 
at our high school campus. Proceeds from the high 
school’s Spirit Campaign, including pledges, cash 
donations and gifts-in-kind, exceeded $3 million 
during the year, bringing the campaign to an official 
close. As directed by contributors, additional 
donations resulting from College’s semi-annual 
appeals at the high school campus were channelled 
into the Spirit Campaign, expanding the College’s 
reserves for building repairs and a planned major 
new building project. 
 
Luther College continues to provide its students with 
a high “quality education in a Christian context,” and 
its two chaplaincies are crucial to the College 
realising that objective. The high school chaplaincy 
began the school year emphasising the theme of 
service to others. Pastor Larry Fry led students in 
participation in Canadian Lutheran World Relief’s 
“We Care” program, collecting materials for over 100 
bags of items destined for refugee relief centres. 
Weekly chapel services featured guest speakers from 
local organisations such as Souls Harbour Mission 
House, the Regina Open Door Society, and the North 
Central Family Centre. The speakers spoke of the 
value of service and ways in which students can 
become involved in their community. The chaplaincy 
also hosted a Fair Trade Fair in conjunction with the 
university campus and a fundraising event for Souls  

Harbour. These activities 
reinforced the emphasis on 
service to others by taking the 
students from thinking about 
service to action through 
providing support to 
worthwhile causes. Pastor Fry 
was also involved with the 
planning committee for the 
Canadian Lutheran Youth 
Gathering to be held in 
August 2008 in Whitehorse, 
Yukon. Pastor Fry sat as the representative of the 
Saskatchewan Synod. 
 
At the university campus, the chaplaincy, under the 
ongoing leadership of Pastor Cheryl Toth, continued 
to provide spiritual and emotional support for 
faculty, staff and students. One important component 
of this was visiting the ill and injured in hospital or at 
home, and keeping staff and faculty informed of their 
colleagues’ progress. The chaplaincy was also 
involved in organising a College-wide Retreat Day in 
August, bringing faculty and staff together to 
worship, build community and be informed about a 
variety of topics surrounding the theme of “core 
strength.” The spiritual life of the College community 
was sustained by brief Tuesday and Thursday 
services during the Fall and Winter semesters. The 
chaplaincy also served the spiritual life of the student 
body by providing Sunday evening worship -- 10 to 
20 students participated weekly. In addition to 
regular services, the peer (student) chaplain program 
was central to establishing and nurturing the student 
Christian community at the campus. In 2006-2007, 
Pastor Toth worked closely with three peer chaplains 
who helped provide faith-related programming to 
the student body. The chaplaincy also continued to 
emphasise Christian service, hosting an on-campus 
four-day Fair Trade Fair. The fair raised over $12 000 
for Canadian Lutheran World Relief. In a companion 
event, the campus chaplaincy also hosted a February 
Fair Trade Chocolate sale in conjunction with 10 000 
Villages, and over $3 000 was raised in support of 
fairly-traded chocolate producers. 



 2

The high school campus continued to grow in 
popularity in 2006-2007, witnessed by a larger 
student body. Also, the school saw some changes in 
staffing in 2006-2007. Mark Anderson was appointed 
principal upon the retirement of Berbel Knoll, at the 
end of June. Co-vice principals Nancy Ostime and 
Shawn Stieb were selected from the ranks of the high 
school faculty to fill the vacancy resulting from Mark 
Anderson’s promotion. All three will maintain part-
time teaching responsibilities in their new roles. Barb 
Wright, long-time mathematics teacher, also retired 
at the end of June.  Both retirements were marked by 
large crowds of well-wishers at farewell receptions in 
mid-June. 
 
The high school developed new interdisciplinary 
studies courses for grade 10 students, piloted in the 
fall of 2006. The classes focus on sustainability, and 
combine approaches to this issue from the 
perspectives of science, English and history.  In one 
component of the courses, groups of students 
worked on a cross-course assignment for about one 
month during the semester, culminating in the 
design of a model community. Developed by Dave 
Hall, science teacher, the pilot cohort of 26 students 
set out on a field trip to White Butte in September. 
The outing was featured in the 9 September 2006 
Regina Leader-Post. Columnist Dan Yates, who 
travelled with the class, wrote:  
 

the project presents students with the 
issues and concerns surrounding 
sustainability. The solutions to those 
issues are left up to the students and 
while they may not have the answers just 
yet, most are beginning to examine the 
world with a concern for the environment 
both now and in the future. 
 

On 20 April 2007, the school was excited to host the 
Public Symposium for Educators for Sustainability, 
in the gymnasium, with Dr William Reese of the 
University of British Columbia as the keynote 
speaker. (Dr Reese is the principal developer of the 
concept of the “ecological footprint” – a measure of 
the land area required to support various lifestyles.) 
These activities combined to ensure a strong start for 
the new set of courses. 
 
In September 2006, the high school campus received 
the results of students enrolled in the International 

Baccalaureate (IB) diploma and certificate programs, 
and these results reflected an overall higher average 
amongst students than in the past several years. 
Three students successfully completed all the 
requirements for their IB diplomas, the highest 
possible level of academic achievement in the 
program. Overall student interest in the IB program 
rose in the spring of 2007, attributable to the program 
leadership of Clint Uhrich and other IB teachers. 
 
Luther College high school had another spectacular 
year in athletics. Its cross-country team placed third 
at the 3A provincial meet, a first for the school.  The 
boys’ soccer team won the city championship for the 
second year in a row, and captured a silver medal at 
the provincial competition. Luther’s junior girls’ 
volleyball team went undefeated in the small school 
league and won the city championship, while the 
senior girls’ volleyball team finished second in the 
league and captured silver in the city final. The junior 
girls’ basketball team won the city small-school 
championship, and the senior girls were city silver 
medallists. In addition, the College’s cheerleading 
squad placed third in the pom division at the 
University of Regina competition. Riley Hancock, a 
competitive swimmer with the Regina Y’s Men 
Marlins and Luther student, was presented with the 
Swim Saskatchewan Athlete Merit Award for 
excellence in attitude, attendance, character, 
improvement, community involvement, academics, 
mentorship, example, performance, sportsmanship, 
work ethic and teamwork. Finally, this year’s LIT 
was another exemplary event, drawing exciting 
teams from across western Canada and large crowds 
of avid (and respectful) basketball fans.  
 
The high school also had an exciting year in other co-
curricular activities. Luther staged another successful 
Broadway musical, presenting “Bye Bye Birdie” to 
enthusiastic audiences. The College’s choirs 
participated in UNIFEST, a renowned annual choir 
competition held in Saskatoon and featuring 
ensembles from across western Canada. Both choirs 
received top honours in their respective categories, 
and the senior choir was selected as the festival’s 
most outstanding choir. The school’s two 
improvisational drama teams advanced to the semi-
finals at the Improv Games in December and one of 
the teams placed second in the competition. Eleven 
grade 9 and 10 students participated in the provincial 
math contest at the University of Regina, and 
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Luther’s Janice Lee placed in the top ten.  The high 
school also celebrated the following five students 
who were given Youth Salute 2007 awards for 
outstanding contributions to the community through 
their school, churches, musical associations, sports 
associations and community organisations: Elinor 
Adema, Tyler Diebol, Meghan Kimmie, Lisa 
McIntyre and Joel Richter. 
 
Luther College high school continued its tradition of 
academic excellence. The school celebrated the 
success of “Mac” Hird (class of 2007), who received a 
four-year full scholarship at the University of Texas 
at Dallas. Billy Hamilton was awarded the Rex and 
Elsa Schneider Medal by having the highest grade 
average at the school (97.5 percent). Finally, Jonathan 
Misskey (class of 2006) was presented with the 
Governor General’s Bronze Medal at a special chapel 
service on 12 January 2007 by His Honour Lieutenant 
Governor Dr Gordon L Barnhart. Misskey’s award 
was in recognition of his achievement of the highest 
average in his graduating class, at 95.8 percent. 
 
Gratefully, in 2006-2007, Luther College received a 
supplementary operating grant from the Province of 
Saskatchewan to help sustain its university campus 
in the aftermath of cuts in undergraduate instruction 
imposed by the University of Regina. The reduced 
instruction at the College resulted in lower tuition 
revenues than the College would normally expect. 
 
At the Fall 2006 convocation, Luther College at the 
University of Regina celebrated 16 graduates, and at 
the Spring 2007 convocation 103 students received 
106 degrees and certificates, the campus’ largest-ever 
graduating class. Luther also celebrated the naming 
of 20 percent of its faculty members as student 
favourites in the 2006 McLean’s Guide to 
Universities. 
 
The university campus was honoured with several 
distinctions at the Fall and Spring convocations at the 
University of Regina, as a result of major awards 
given to graduates from Luther College. In Fall 2006, 
Megan Nell was awarded the University of Regina 
President’s Medal and the University Prize in Arts. 
At the Spring 2007 convocation, Sherry Rapley was 
awarded the President’s Medal and the S E Stewart 
Award in Arts, while receiving a BA (honours) in 
psychology. Christopher Askew was awarded the 
Merit Award in Biochemistry from the Canadian 

section of the Society of Chemical Industry. 
Meanwhile, Gilbert Proulx captured the Prairie Gold 
Chapter of Sweet Adelines International Academic 
Award. At its own ceremony, Luther College 
awarded its Medal of Distinction -- presented each 
Spring -- to Hillary Aitken, Jacenta Murch and Sherry 
Rapley. 
 
The university campus continues to focus on new 
ways to encourage student success; this year the 
College dedicated a special-needs examination room, 
recognising the need to provide distraction-free exam 
spaces for special-needs students. The College 
renovated a former office in the spring/summer of 
2007 to create the specialised room.  
 
On 28 September 2006, Dr George Elliott Clarke, Pratt 
Professor of Canadian Literature at the University of 
Toronto, delivered the 31st annual Luther Lecture. 
The title of the lecture was “The Problem of 
Pluralism: Anti-Social Attitudes in African-Canadian 
Literature,” and approximately 250 people attended 
the public event. The following day, Dr Clarke led a 
morning seminar, and then gave a reading from 
several of his most recent works at an event co-
sponsored by the Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild. 
 
2006-2007 was an eventful year for the university 
campus’ faculty members. The following is a partial 
list of some of our professors’ successes.  
 

• Dr Regan Shercliffe, professor of psychology, 
and Shahlo Mustafaeva, his graduate 
student, were awarded a $10 000 contract by 
the Regina Community Clinic and the Regina 
Open Door Society to develop culturally-
sensitive measures of depression and 
anxiety. Mustafaeva is a Luther College 
alum, having completed a BA (honours) 
degree in psychology at Luther College 
before entering graduate school. 

 
• Dr Mary Hampton, professor of psychology, 

along with numerous collaborators received 
several grants, including $2.1 million in 
support from the Strategic Knowledge 
Clusters program of SSHRC. The seven-year 
grant will support Hampton’s work on the 
justice system’s response to intimate partner 
violence. 
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• In December 2006, Professor Roger Petry and 
several colleagues received approval from 
the United Nations University to establish 
the Saskatchewan Regional Centre of 
Expertise (RCE) on Education for Sustainable 
Development. Globally, the Saskatchewan 
RCE is one of 23 regional centres of expertise.  

 
The university campus also hosted its fifth annual 
Talking Fresh festival, an event held in March 2007 
and co-sponsored by the Saskatchewan Writers 
Guild. Organised by Professor Gerry Hill, “Talking 
Fresh 5: Writing and Faith” featured poet John 
Terpstra from Hamilton, novelist Joy Kogawa from 
Toronto, nonfiction writer Trevor Herriot from  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regina and playwright Shawn Macdonald from 
Vancouver. Participants in Talking Fresh ranged 
from prospective and current students to faculty, 
writers and the general public. 
 
Luther College is proud of the achievements and 
contributions of its faculty, staff and students. Both 
campuses are very special places, and are part of an 
organisation that is full of accomplishment, promise, 
potential and reserved pride.  It is with optimism that 
I look forward to the coming year and the challenges 
and successes it will most certainly bring. 
 
 
Dr Bruce D Perlson 
President, Luther College 
 
 
 


